
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOBCAT NEWS 
B U C K L E Y  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

 

D E C E M B E R 2 0 1 5   

B 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

Principal’s Corner 1-2 

A Look Ahead 3-5 

Specials’ Corner 6-7 

Lunch Menu  8 

Winter Concert 9 

Parent Reminder 10 

Barnes & Noble 11-12 

 

P R I N C I P A L ‘ S  C O R N E R 

The month of December will bring with it lots of exciting activities as well as our parent/teacher 

conferences.  Our December activities include our Winter Concert, which will be held on 

December 15th at 2:00 and 7:00.  We also have our Holiday Store which will take place on 

December 18!  Also, our Barnes and Noble Night will take place on December 8th.  With a very 

busy season upon us, I would like to share a few thoughts that may be helpful for your child. 

 

1. Try and keep a regular routine with school work including homework.  I know this 

may be difficult, but if you keep a regular routine, your child will benefit. 

2. Try and keep a regular bedtime.  With so many activities such as the Barnes and 

Noble Night, it is always helpful that regular bedtime will keep all children well 

rested and ready for school! 

 

I truly understand that December is filled with many exciting activities but a regular routine will 

prove to be beneficial for all.   

 

I would like to remind everyone that our School Improvement Plan was shared with everyone 

a little more than a month ago.  Please take the time to read it over. This is located on  As we 

have done in the past, Buckley staff worked on this together.  If you have any questions, please 

feel free to call me at school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With so many activities taking place, I am providing a mini calendar for you: 

 

 Book Fair   November 30th - December 4th  

 Report Card Conferences  December 1st – December 3rd   

 Barnes and Noble Night  December 8th  

 Winter Concert   December 15th (2:00 and 7:00)  

 Holiday Store   December 18th 

 

Please note that our winter concert is scheduled for December 15th @ 2:00 pm.  Please know that seating is very 

limited for this showing.  Because of the limited seating, I am asking that families have no more than 2 adults attend. 

There is also a concert at 7:00 pm for the Grade 5 performers only. I appreciate your assistance and cooperation 

regarding this.   

 

In addition, I have held two Parent Advisory Group meetings which is made up of not only Buckley Staff but also 

parents/guardians.  As a reminder, the purpose of the Parent Advisory Group is to create a committee made up of 

parents and school staff to work together to inform school leadership in the development of Buckley’s priorities and how 

we work to effectively communicate and work with all families.  If you are interested, please feel free to join us. Our 

meetings start at 6:30 pm in the media center.  Thank you! 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our December conferences! I hope everyone has a wonderful and safe Holiday 

season!  I wish you and your family a happy New Year! 

 

Fondly, 

 

Matthew Daly 
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Happy Holidays!  We hope you had a wonderful time with family and friends over the Thanksgiving break.  We have been 

working very hard to build our reading fluency and comprehension.  Your child has been learning to decode words with long 

vowel sounds.  They are also learning how to spell words with patterns.  Please take time to continue to read with your child 

during this busy season.  The best way to grow as a reader is to READ!   
 

We have been working on writing small moment stories.  We want them to write with some description about places they have 

been or about something interesting that has happened to them.   
 

In math we have been working on building addition and subtraction strategies.  We have also been working on problem 

solving.  Please continue to practice your math facts at home. We look forward to seeing all of you conferences.  We are truly 

grateful for all you do! 

Sincerely - Mrs. Bourcier & Ms. Seaha; Miss Nelson & Miss Salce 
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K I N D E R G A R T E N 

November was a busy month for the kindergartners at Buckley School!  We have been practicing our letters and sounds. We 

have also started to use our “sound and say” strategy to read new words. Additionally, the kindergartners have been learning 

new sight words every week. We have even been applying our knowledge of letter sounds to our reading and writing! In math, 

we are working on counting and representing the numbers 0-10 in a variety of ways.  This has been a wonderful precursor to 

addition, as the students will begin learning about this in December!  At home, please practice number identification and 

counting with your child.  

December will truly be a busy month for us! We will be focusing on generosity and learning about families. The students are 

looking forward to their holiday parties. Please be sure to check your child’s folder daily. There are many upcoming events in 

December. We look forward to meeting with you for Report Card Conferences to share your child’s progress. The students 

have done a great job adjusting to kindergarten and we look forward to sharing their accomplishments with you! 

 

Fondly – Mrs. Hoffman, Ms. Lavallee, and Ms. Adams 

S E C O N D  G R A D E  
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F I R S T  G R A D E  

The second graders of Buckley have been working very hard to demonstrate Buckley Bobcat behavior and have been doing 

a magnificent job at being safe, respectful and responsible!  This month, the students will be focusing their studies on 

nonfiction texts!  Be sure to ask your child if he or she can identify text features and monitor their comprehension during 

their reading. 
   

In writing, we are shifting our instruction from composing “small moment” narratives to informational pieces!  Students will 

continue to practice utilizing the writing process as they craft nonfiction articles.     
 

This past month, the students have been gearing up for our two and three digit addition/subtraction unit through practicing 

place value concepts.  This upcoming month, you will see your child utilizing a variety of strategies (open number line, break 

apart, traditional algorithm method, etc.).  Students are encouraged to represent their mathematical thinking in multiple ways 

through using these strategies.  You can practice this at home with your child by asking him or her to solve equations such 

as 45+69=___.  Challenge your child to explain his/her math thinking!   

Thank you for your continued supports in partnering with the second grade teachers in ensuring that your child has the best 

educational experience here at Buckley School!  

Fondly - Mrs. Strickland, Mrs. Marocchini and Mr. Murphy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth graders are well into our second unit, “Reading the Weather, Reading the World”. The children have learned new 

strategies to use when reading non-fiction and will soon begin researching a topic of their choosing. In writing the children are 

building on the excellent essay writing skills they learned in third grade to write well developed personal and persuasive essays. 

Ask your child about “Boxes and Bullets” and they should tell you about how to organize a five paragraph essay. 
 

The math topics are flying by as we have completed our work with multiple digit addition, subtraction, and multiplication and are 

now concentrating on division. This, along with word problems that involve algebraic thinking, will keep us busy until after the 

December break. In order to do the work with fractions, decimals, and measurement conversions that will we do later in the year 

it is imperative that the children are fluent with the basic math facts. Did you know your child can visit Fastt Math, Envisions, or 

an almost unlimited number of online websites to help improve fact recall? Good old flash cards can help isolate the facts your 

child does not know and then you can drill just those facts. 
 

We are looking forward to meeting with you during the first week of December at our parent teacher conferences. 
 

Thank you! – Mrs. Godbout & Mrs. Hoke 

 

In ELA Unit 2,  Mr. Sweetland and Ms. Brown will teach children to read real expository nonfiction with interest and fluency. They will be 

able to identify the main idea and the infrastructure of a text. We will begin to shift our focus to higher level comprehension. They will be 

aware that they must read to engage in conversation and grow their ideas as readers. This unit will also include the structures of cause 

and effect, sequence, and compare and contrast.    A major step for comprehension at this level is previewing. This will help the student 

anticipate the structure of the text and choose how they are going to read it. It will helps students think about the parts and what the text 

mostly might be about.Good readers wonder, question, spark new ideas, and see the relevance to their lives when they are reading. This 

unit will continue until the middle of December. 
 

In Math, Unit 2, The focus is on developing understanding of multiplication and division and strategies for multiplication and division within 

100. Students develop an understanding of the meanings of multiplication and division of whole numbers through activities and problems 

involving equal-sized groups, arrays, and area models; multiplication is finding an unknown product, and division is finding an unknown 

factor in these situations. For equal-sized group situations, division can require finding the unknown number of groups or the unknown 

group size. Students use properties of operations to calculate products of whole numbers, using increasingly sophisticated strategies 

based on these properties to solve multiplication and division problems involving single-digit factors. By comparing a variety of solution 

strategies, students learn the relationship between multiplication and division. This unit will continue until February of 2016.  The students 

have been going onto Envisions online every day.  To access Envisions online, please go to the Manchester Public School Website and 

click on Resources on the top of the page.  Then click on students and it will take you to the student page.  On the student page, go to 

the Math section and click on the Envisions icon and you can see the program.   
 

In Science, students are working on the physical properties of Matter.  Carrying out simple tests to determine if materials dissolve, sink or 

float in water, conduct heat, or attract to magnets.  Classifying materials based on their observable properties, including state of matter.  

Designing and conducting fair tests to investigate the absorbency of different materials, write conclusions based on evidence, and analyze 

why similar investigations might produce different results.  Comparing and contrasting the properties of solids, liquids and gases. 

Demonstrating that solids, liquids, and gases are all forms of matter that take up space and have weight. Explaining the role of heating 

and cooling in changing matter from one state to another during freezing, melting, evaporation, and condensation. This unit will continue 

until the end of January. 

Thank you! – Ms. Brown & Mr. Sweetland 
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C O A C H E S’  C O R N E R  

In Literacy, one of our goals this year is to build students’ reading stamina and the amount of time the children spend engaged 

in independent reading.  Research shows that increasing students’ volume of reading is one of the most important things we 

can do to enhance student achievement. Books always make excellent gifts for the holidays.  Ask your child if he has a favorite 

author or series this year.  Having your children visit the library over the holiday break is another great way to help increase 

the amount of reading done at home. 
 

In Numeracy this year, students are focusing on developing their math skills to become critical thinkers, problem solvers and 

fluent mathematicians.  Games and activities that promote problem solving and critical thinking, as well as games that promote 

fact fluency make excellent gifts for the holidays.  Card games and board games allow for extra practice with counting and 

computational skills.   
 

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season! 

Thank you! – Mrs. O’Malley & Mrs. Miner 

This month is full of activities and learning. In reading and writing workshop, we will start our unit on expository texts.  Ours 

will have a focus on life in colonial times and the children will be choosing a colonial occupation to study in depth.  We will 

learn the importance of noticing text features, such as headings, maps, time lines, etc.  Students will be looking at text 

structure, such as main ideas, sequencing, and comparing and contrasting. 
 

In math, we will be focusing on multiplying and dividing decimals.  This gets us ready to move into our next unit of fractions. 

Please check your child’s planner for upcoming homework assignments and projects.  We are going to start implementing 

homework alerts so that you are aware of the assignments that need to be completed in a timely manner. We need your help 

to make sure that homework is being done on a regular basis.  Thank you in advance. 
 

Soon enough, it will be time for an extended holiday vacation, which we’re sure we’ll all be thankful for when the time comes.  

We hope you and your family have a restful and joyful holiday season! 
 

Thank you! – Mrs. Brahm, Mrs. Adinolfi, & Mrs. Jodoin 
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amazing version of "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reineer", while First 

Grade will be bouncy with "Snowman Jump". Second Grade will 

sing in two-parts in "Shalom Chaverim", and Third Grade might 

move you to tears with "When We Sing." Fourth Grade had a 

chance to vote for their song, and they chose "I'm Letting It Go." 

Fifth Grade will be singing as a choir for three songs - "For the 

Winter", "Swinging Holiday", and "Holly and Ivy and Evergreen." 

Also featured will be the 5th Grade Band and 5th Grade 

Orchestra! December 15th, 7:00 - The 5th Grade Band, 5th 

Grade Orchestra, and 5th Grade Choir to return for an encore 

performance at night. We need every voice and player - it should 

be an amazing evening! Keep singing, everybody!  
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Fourth Grade just completed the Connecticut Physical Fitness 

Assessment. Students in both 4th grade classes did very well! The 

students that passed all 4 sections of the assessment earned a 

Manchester Public Schools Fitness Phenom T-shirt and a certificate from 

the State. All grade levels have transitioned to the new unit focusing on 

throwing skills. Students have been engaged in tasks that focus on rolling, 

underhand tossing and the overhand throw. Along with instruction, they 

all have been participating in modified games that focus on the three skills 

of throwing. 

GYM    

ART    

MUSIC 

It is hard to believe how fast time has been going! In Kindergarten, students are continuing to practice their cutting and gluing 

skills as we manipulate paper to create a paper sculpture of a turkey. We are working hard to have it ready in time for Thanksgiving. 

In first grade, we are creating a collage of the jungle. Just like Henri Rousseau, we are using our imaginations to create interesting 

 plants and leaves for our jungles. We will give our jungle a three-

dimensional quality when we add a vine for our monkey to swing 

from. In second grade, we are finishing up our collage of the city. 

We are trying to create sights and sounds for our city using only 

paper. Third graders have been creating a Still-Life picture of a 

Cornucopia. In Fourth grade, we just put the finishing touches 

on our Fire Prevention posters. They will be heading to the fire 

station soon! Fifth grade just finished up our Cubist portraits. We 

studied an artist named Picasso and created our own mixed-up, 

colorful portraits. Don’t forget that art materials and drawing 

books can make great holiday gifts for your young artists! Have 

a wonderful holiday season!     

 –Mrs. Maloney, Art 

Greetings from the music room! 

We are now entering concert season! There are a few opportunities to see 

and hear our amazing music groups over the next few weeks. December 

 8th, time TBD -  The 5th Grade Choir will be performing at Barnes and Noble night. They will perform their three concert songs, 

and then we will invite any Buckley School students to join us in singing" Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer". It is a fun time, and 

we hope to see you there! December 15th, 2:00 - Every grade from K-5 will be performing! Kindergarten will start us off with an 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    S C H O O L  N U R S E 

 

 

Happy December from the Nurse’s office! 
 

Please send students to school dressed for winter 

weather. The children go outside for a daily recess 

throughout the winter. 
 

Parents of K-2 students, please remember to send a 

snack to school with your child every day. They all eat 

lunch at or after 12:30 and it’s a long morning. 
 

At the present time, Influenza is sporadic in Connecticut. 

Please be sure to wash your hands frequently with warm 

water and soap. Remember the flu FACTS: F—fever, A—

Aches, C—chills, and T—tiredness. 
 

Influenza often has a sudden onset. Your child might feel 

fine in the morning and by noon, have a fever and cough. 

Please be aware that if a student is dismissed for fever 

and cough or sore throat, it is the policy in Manchester 

that they wear a mask in the school building while waiting 

for the parent to arrive. 
 

The Nurse’s Office is looking for donated clothing for the 

children to wear in case of an accident. Boys and girls 

clothing in all sizes would be greatly appreciated, and if 

the pants have elastic waist bands, even better!! 
 

Thank you! Happy Holidays!! 

 

Mrs. Hussey, RN 

Buckley School Nurse 

 

M E D I A  C E N T E R 
 
 

 

We are quickly approaching the most hectic time of the year. However your 

family celebrates this special season, there doesn't seem to be enough 

hours in the day to accomplish everything you feel you need to do. Why not 

take a breather and share some stories that will help your children 

understand some of the many things they have to be grateful for. Books 

such as Fly Away Home, Erandi’s Braids, Christmas Makes Me Think, or The 

Mitten Tree tell about children who might not be as fortunate but still share 

what they have. Or curl up with a seasonal tale. Titles such as A Certain Small 

Shepherd, Yoon and the Christmas Mitten, Light the Light! A Story About 

Celebrating Hanukkah and Christmas, Seven Spools of Thread: A Kwanzaa 

Story, and The Three Muslim Festivals. So however you celebrate, slow down 

and enjoy this season with your family. And don’t forget both Buckley Library 

and the Manchester Public Library have a collection of books you can read 

with your children.  

Also please join us and the PTA on December 1, 2, and 3 for the Scholastic 

Book Fair. 

Happy Holidays!    
 

Noreen Lake & Donna Samborski 
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P A R E N T  R E M I N D E R  
 
 

We would kindly like to remind parents about early dismissal and after school 
arrangement procedures referenced in the Student Handbook in light of the winter season.  

 

After School Arrangements: 
All arrangements for after-school activities must be made ahead of time, at home, to ensure 
parents are fully aware of where their children are. The school will not release a child or allow 
him or her to go to an alternate destination without written parental permission. It is 
necessary for the school to be notified any time a student is to be dismissed by a different 
means than normal. In an emergency to change dismissal plans, we will accept telephone 
requests (prior to 3:00pm) providing that we can verify the identification of the caller.  

 

 Early Dismissal Requests 

 
If it is necessary to take your child from school before the regular dismissal time, please send a 
note to the child’s teacher stating the reason and the time for the early dismissal. Please 
report to the office to pick up and sign out your child. Your child will not be called out of class 
until you arrive to pick him/her up. All early dismissals are made through the office.  

 
 

If you have any questions or would like any further information, please refer to our Student 
Handbook or please feel free to give us a call at the office at 860-647-3302. 
 

  



PBIS Awards 
N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  

 

Teacher   Safe    Respectful   Responsible    POC - Cooperation 

Ms. Adams             Kaia Corey                     Connor Hall   Maiya Ware   Autumn-Lynn Daub 

Mrs. Hoffman                     Samantha Hirschler  Hadassah Kissi   Mason Bishop   Avery Basquiat    

Ms. Lavallee             Victoria Budarz   Maci Nicolette   Trisha Patel               Kaitlyn Dionne   

Mrs. Bourcier   Isaiah Agyekum   Emily Gerrity   Patrick Fraro   Dylan Siggia  

Ms. Seaha   Kamila Calderon   Tahmid Ambia   Olivia Russo   Christopher Allard 

Ms. Marocchini   Kylee Cruelles   Hassan Taleb   Chelsea Zalcman   Nabilya Tabassum 

Mr. Murphy     Taylor Buzzell   Juda Kissi       Ava Natal   Ramin Mikael 

Mrs. Strickland   Raymond Martin     Tessa McDonald                Carina Brown                      Blake Rufini 

Ms. Brown   Lauren Smith   Adriana Figueroa   Jordyn Nichols    Kayla Allard   

Mr. Sweetland   Mobeen Mian   Amy Nguyen   Mya Patino   Jaireliz Rodriguez 

Mrs. Godbout   Rahin Ambia   Amelia Dykstra   Xavier Torres   Katelyn Hall  

Mrs. Hoke              Giovanni Carr   Abigail Gerrity       Ethan Brown-Thompson  Elliot Johnson 

Mrs. Adinolfi   Aaisha Mamun   Rishi Mallepally   Christian Labbie   Jacob Perez   

Ms. Brahm                      Jeiraliz Rodriguez              Krina Patel                        Shubhan Tamhane      Katherine Turley 

Mrs. Jodoin   Antonio Ayala  Stephanie De-Oliviera Pietrzyk  Julia Zingler   Alayshia Bell  

Ms. Corwin   Jacob Roman   ----------------------------------------------------------   Arlon Poteat 

Mrs. Lonergan   ------------------------------------------------------------   Alex Bellone   -------------------- 

Ms. Gotta   ----------------------------                  Liam Mukwaya- Sendi    -------------------------  Agapito Diaz  

Ms. Norton   ------------------------------------------------------------      Ariana Lazerow   Jasmine Prempeh 

Mrs. Germano   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------     Brianna Seypura 



Mrs. Gallo   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------     Jack DiStefano 

Mr. Kolze/Mrs. Falkowski  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------     Ben Melvae 

Mrs. Maloney   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------     Skyler Caparas 

Mrs. Leonard   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------     Makai Badeau 

Ms. Lake               ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------                 Alayshia Bell 

Ms. Ferreira   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------     Aiden Zimmerman 

 



Buckley Elementary 

Tuesday, December 8th, 6:30pm-8pm 
270 Buckland Hills Dr, Manchester 

 
Bookfair Events: 

Story time with Principal Daly and Assistant Principal Tjagvad (6:30) 
Scavenger Hunt 
Creativity Station 

Guest author Martha Ritter, signing her book, The Nearly Calamitous Taming of PZ  
Chorus will perform @ 7:00! 

Visit BN.COM/bookfairs to support us online from 12/08/2015 to 12/13/2015 

by entering Bookfair ID 11739455 at checkout. 

A percentage of your Barnes & Noble purchases will benefit our school/organization. 

Supporting 

Buckley 
Elementary 

 Tuesday, Dec 8th, 6:30pm-8pm 

Barnes & Noble 

270 Buckland Hills Dr, Manchester 

Bookfair ID 11739455 
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